
C87 LMS 6ton Fish Van (D1885) : 
There are two lengths of solebar supplied: for 16'6" & 17'6" wagons. This kit 
requires the long solebars. When built the vans had  spoked wheels –  some  had 
the split spoke type (these would usually have been replaced by spoked wheels); 
later,  3 - hole wheels were fitted. Bearings are also required.
 Remove parts from sprues with a 
sharp knife. Use solvent for 
assembly such as Liquid Poly (Read 
& follow manufacturers' 
instructions). If using sprung 3-link 
couplings it is easier to fit them to 
the headstocks before construction.
Hornby couplings can be fitted 
using the adaptor blocks.  Cut off the "V" hangers at X. Fit bearings into back 
of "W" irons, then fit axleboxes onto  bearings. Then  fit 'W' iron units to back of 
long solebars. Assemble the body round the floor  – the underside should be 
flush with lower edge of the sides. Studs on the inside of the sides & ends aid 
positioning of the floor. Fitting buffers: see note below right.
Thread buffer collars onto shanks about 1/3 way along length, then push into 
buffer bodies on the headstocks.
Fit solebars to floor, with the back of the "W" iron unit against the floor studs, 
and add the wheels. Ensure components are square.  For a "piped" van, fit 
brakegear on one side only with the side marked "F" facing inwards. Cut the 
short thicker wire supplied to fit between the brakegear & the 'V' hanger on the 
opposite side – see  "crossbar" on diagram.
Use the  brakelever from the body moulding for the side with the  brakegear 
(B) & a lever from the  underframe  moulding for the other 
side (A).  For a vac. fitted van,  fit a 2nd set of brakegear at A, with "F" facing 
outwards and the wire between the brakegear. The vacuum cylinder (not 
supplied) was fitted to side A to the left of the "V" hanger. Use the thinner wire 
to form the door handles - see diagram for lengths. The short legs should be 
only about  1.5mm long, unless the locating holes are drilled right through 
(0.5mm drill), in which case the legs can be longer and turned over on the 
inside. The positions of the roof vents (on solebar moulding) are marked "V" on 
the  underside of the roof.  Make holes for the vents with a  0.6/ 0.8mm drill. Fit 
the roof and fit the four vents. For the vacuum pipes we suggest the Romford 
wire-wound type – these were between the end stanchions to the left of the 
coupling hook.

Painting: LMS Body &  solebars   - LMS Maroon (Precision P30)  with "full" 
yellow lining on the sides along the bottom edge, up the edge of the corner 
ironwork, inner edge of door frame & possibly the diagonal strap – repaints 
after 1936 would have  been LMS Bauxite (P39), below solebars:  black. BR 
Body - BR Bauxite  (P127) some may have been Maroon (P108), rest black. 
LMS  lettering was coach-style Gold, later lettering was smaller and became 
less ornate, perhaps as stocks of transfers ran out. BR lettering was yellow  – 
use transfers from the HMRS  range. Fully fitted vans had XP at the right 
hand side, 3rd plank. Tare if present, was in the bottom RH corner (e.g. 8.0)
167 vans were built  to this diagram between 1925 & 1929. However, it appears 
that the later vans had a 10ft. wheelbase, the 9ft. wb vans may have been only 
the 1925 ones, of which there were 47. Numbers of these were mainly in the 
ranges 6888-6932, 7633-79; in 1933 they were renumbered as 39020,  39074-119 
(Prefixed M for BR period).  Vans were used until the early 1960s.    
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